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can ct Tan-Son-Nhat. Téi chiéc c6ng c6 rao can quin
bang gidy kém gai chidn ngang, t6i diing xe lai. Mot
nguoi linh ti trong chiéc choi canh cd ky tho dau ra
hoi: - Thi€éu Uy mudn gdp ai. Toi n6i v6i anh ta la toi
vao trinh dién don-vi trudng. Anh linh gac budc voi ra,
diing thang ngudi nén got gidy kéu danh cop mot cdi,
gio tay chao toi, roi chay lai kéo rao can cuoi néi: - Da
Thiéu Uy ct di thang, van phong 6ng & trong hangar
phia tay trai. Toi cdm on ngudi linh tré roi tu tu chay
xe vao. Doc duong, nhin vé€ phia tay mat, toi thay rai
rac nhiing chiéc AD6, hai bén canh ndng chiu bom dan
va hoa tién, nam phoi minh trong d4nh nang. T6i duing
xe lai, ngdm nhin nhiing “con chién ma” ma t6i sap sta
dugc cudi n6, ma nhu ngti thdy mui vi ctia chién tranh
phang phat ddu day. Nhin dong ho tay thay chi 11:15,
toi s¢g minh dén tré, nén voi phong xe vao hangar. Viia
dung xe xong, con dang ngo ngdo nhin quanh khong
biét phong ctia sép & déu, thi mot 6ng Dai-Uy trong tré
mang, mic bo do bay den, trén nguc 4o deo tdm huy-
hiéu “Than Phong”, bén tay do thém mot cai “badge”
nho théu hinh chiéc AD6, duédi c6 dé chi “83rd SAG”,
cung khiu “P38” deo xé bén hong, trong thit “gd ghé,
oai-phong 1am-liét” tu trong budc ra. Toi diing nghiém
gio tay chao. Ong khong chao lai ma khodc tay noi:

- Lan sau khoi chao nghe, t6i la Thanh, méi vé ha?

- Da...

Ong v6 vai t6i thAn mat néi:

- O day moi ngusi goi téi 1a “Thanh Coc”, “nick
name” cua cau la gi?

- Da “Ca Chon™

Ong phi cudi d€ 16 ra ham riang khénh trong that
c6 duyén:

- Hi hi...trong ciu dep trai hién lanh thé nay sao
lai 14y cdi tén kho nghe ,,dzay®

- Da, tai “méy thang ban ca chén” dudi miét Bién-
Hoa thay em dep trai hon tui n6, nén tui né ganh, va dat
cho em cai “nick” nay dé ém tai.

- Ha ha...cu ddu nghe cling dugc lam. D€ mai
mot c6 dip, toi giéi thiéu cau véi “Khong quan ti quai”
Ma cau biét ho la nhiing ai khong.

- Da em méi vé nudc, chi nghe dai danh: “Nhit
Luyén, nhi Phién, tam An, ti Hgi’, nhung chua dugc
han hanh dién kién.

Ong lai cudi hi...hi...giuc toi 1én xe:

- Théi dugc roi, 1én xe di, minh di dn trua. HOm
nay cau lac by déng ctia, minh ra ngoai dn.

To6i ngép ngling noéi véi ong la t6i chua trinh ky
SVL thuyén chuyén. Ong cudi néi:

- Di bay hét ca roi. An trua vé toi dan cau vao gip
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sép va di lanh do trang bi ca nhén.

Toi leo 1én chiéc xe “Jeep” mui tran, theo dng di dn
trua, quén luon vu gap don vi trudng. Khi chay ngang
qua cOng ctia biét doan, 6ng ngling xe ngoac mot anh
linh phong thu lai hoi:

- An uéng gi chua?

- Da rdi Dai-Uy. Em viia xudng ca tryc.

- Tét, vay cau di theo coi dum cai xe cho tui nay
an trua.

Anbh linh tré cudi toe toét nh&y 1én ngdi biang sau.
Ong chay xe thing ra c6ng Phi-Long, hai ngu¢i linh
quan canh ding nghiém gio tay chao theo dung “quén
phong quéin ky”. Toi liéc nhin 6ng bing tia mat than
phuc, rdi nga ngudi gac chan 1én thanh xe, va cam théy
hanh-dién moi khi c6 ngudi quay qua nhin ching toi.
Bui trua hom 4y, 6ng bao téi mot chiu an trua tai nha
hang Maxim, trén dudng Tu-Do. D¢ la ky-niém dau doi
ctia mot ngudi linh sau khi trai qua nhiing ngay thang
rén luyén & quén truong, réi truong bay, d€ dugc 1ot
xac tit mot anh chang “bach dién thu sinh” thanh mot
“ngudi linh chién” Toéi quen 6ng “Thanh Coc¢” ciing ké
tu ngay do...Méi dau toi ct tudng vi ong ,,nho con” nén
moi ngudi gan cho 6ng cdi ,,nick® nay nhung sau nay
toi mai biét 1a ong c6 thang con trai d4u long trong rét
khau khinh, 6ng thuong dan né vao choi trong B, anh
em thdy n6 dé thuong nén goi né 1a ,thang cu Coc* va
thang Cdéc nghiém nhién dugc gan lién véi tén bo la
»Thanh Co6c”

Nhiing ngay thang sau nay, cudc doi bay bong
cua toi dinh lién v6i 6ng Thanh céc cung nhiing phi
cong gao cdi cua don vi nhu Nguyén Ngoc-Thc,
Nguyén Quy Chin, Lé Mong-Hoan, Lé Phudc-Cung,
Tran Véan Viét, Phan Khoi, Thai Phuong Thuy, Tran
Manh-Khoi, Huynh Thanh-Minh, Ta Thugng-T, Tran
Van. Nghiém, Tran Thanh-Liém, Nguyén Dang Huén,
Nguyén Hiiu Thuyét, Vit Ngdé Dzang, H6 Dinh Chi, St
Ngoc Ca, Bui Ptic Nhan, Nguyén Cong Bic, Lé Hai,
Thanh, va mot nguoi khong phai 1a dan khong-quén
nhung lai rit gdn bé véi KQ, do 1a 6ng “Co Quén 5 Tr/
Ta Lé Ngoc Tru”, theo v6i dinh-ménh thiang tram trong
cudc chién, cho dén ngay Biét-Doan giai tan...Sau nay
moi khi cdm khiic banh mi leo 1én chiéc phi co chat day
bom dan, nghi dén bita dn trua thinh-soan tai nha hang
Maxim ngay nao (mdc du la 6ng ky s6), toi lai thdy bang
khuang...T6i ngtia mét nhin troi, nhu muo6n goi theo
nhiing dim may trang dang liing 16 tréi mot 16i cam on
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dén ong ,Thanh Coc™
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